[Endotoxins in bacterial peritonitis].
Tests for the presence of endotoxin in blood and peritoneal fluid were performed at short intervals in 19 patients with peritonitis, 9 following gastric perforation, and 10 with perforation of the large bowel. A highly sensitive precipitation technique (LAL test) was used. Endotoxin was demonstrated in peritoneal fluid during the early stage of peritonitis in 15 of 19 patients (79%), while blood determination revealed endotoxin in 7 of 19 cases within the first 48 h. During the clinical course circulating endotoxin was recovered in 12 of 19 patients, which implies endotoxinemia in 63% of the cases. The prognostic significance of endotoxin determinations was high, since circulating endotoxin was demonstrated within the first 72 h in 8 of 9 patients with a fatal course. Demonstration of circulating endotoxin is a time-consuming and complicated procedure with great clinical significance in patients with gram-negative peritonitis.